
 

 

New York's fishing resources again in national spot-
light 

 
Lake Erie was named one of the top 10 bass fisheries in the country by Bassmasters. (Bill Hilts Jr./Special to The News)  

By Bill Hilts Jr.|Published July 10, 2019 

The Empire State has some of the finest freshwater sport fisheries on the planet and many of them are here 

in Western New York. The combination of species diversity and the trophy aspects of those species is truly 

special. Lake Erie, Lake Ontario, the Niagara River, Chautauqua Lake, the Finger Lakes … the list is a long one. 
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In the most recent Bassmasters Top 100 Bass Lakes of 2019, the top pick is a 50-mile stretch of river – the St. Law-
rence River in an area most refer to as the Thousand Islands. What made the selection easier was a Bassmaster Elite 
Tournament held in August 2018, when the winning  

catch for four days of fishing was 95 pounds, 3 ounces of smallmouth bass. That’s a total of 20 fish at five keepers 

per day for the winner. During the contest, 1,335 bass were caught that averaged nearly 3.85 pounds. 

Checking in at No. 10 in the country is Lake Erie, within a 30-mile radius of Buffalo. Bassmasters staffers make this 

area a regular stop in the spring when an outdoor media event is held in May because of the quality and quantity of 

the bass. 

This most recent ranking reflected on the FLW Costa Series contest last summer when weather allowed only one day 

of fishing. However, in that day, the winning catch of 24 pounds, 4 ounces of smallmouth bass took the top prize. 

Way down the list at 44th place, that angler still had a 20-pound bag of bass. Yes, New York’s bass fishing is known 

around the country. But it doesn’t stop there. 

In the breakdown for the top 25 bass spots in each of the four sections of the country, the Northeast saw the St. 

Lawrence River check in at No. 1 and Lake Erie at Buffalo (within 30 miles) No. 3. Checking in at No. 6 was Lake 

Champlain, a shared resource with Vermont. Nos. 12 and 13 were Oneida Lake and Cayuga Lake, respectively. Sliding 

in at No. 23 was Chautauqua Lake. 

Carson Shiltz and his father, Richard from Lorain, Ohio, show off a king salmon they caught off Olcott 

while fishing with Capt. Vince Pierleoni and Thrillseeker Sportfising. (Thrillseeker Sportfishing photo) 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/bncore/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Carson-with-salmon-on-VP-7-8.jpg
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Lake Ontario has some big bass, too, but the big focus that attracts anglers from around the world is chi-

nook salmon. It’s one of the reasons that this popular lake and its corresponding tributaries make it New 

York’s most heavily fished body of water. Due to record-high water levels and damages along the shore-

line in 2017 and again in 2019, and the resulting negative press, people have stayed away from this Great 

Lake. But they shouldn't. 

While you do have to honor a 5-mph speed limit within 1,000 feet of the shoreline and keep your eyes on 

the water ahead due to floating debris, the fishing has never been better. Last year, the salmon catch rate 

was at an all-time high. There also was a record catch rate in 2017, when the lake experienced the least 

amount of boat trips since records have been kept. 

The catch rate for the top four species of trout and salmon in 2018 – chinook, coho, brown trout and 

steelhead – was at an all-time high in Lake Ontario according to an open lake creel census conducted an-

nually by the state’s Department of Environmental Conservation. So far in 2019, the trout and salmon 

action has continued to be outstanding. 

One of the encouraging things for the counties along Lake Ontario is that everyone is catching salmon at a 

consistent rate. While it may not be unusual in the western basin of the lake, such as off Niagara and Or-

leans counties, catching spring and early summer salmon off places like Oswego County was more of an 

anomaly. Now anglers have come to plan on it. 

Some experts have pointed to the successes of the pen-rearing projects in the eastern basin as one rea-

son for salmon hanging around. Others speculate that alewife disbursement, the favorite baitfish of Pa-

cific salmon, as a key component to the reason salmon are more spread out in the lake. Whatever the 

case, it is making anglers happier. 

One of the lake's biggest promotional tools is the Lake Ontario Counties Trout and Salmon Derby held in 

the spring, summer and fall. The big one is coming up Aug. 16-Sept. 2, when more than 6,000 anglers will 

compete for the $25,000 grand prize for the biggest salmon. More than 40 states are usually represented 

in this annual contest. Check loc.org for details. 

From a fishing standpoint, Lake Ontario is alive and well. Make every effort to hire a charter or get your 

own boat on the water to take advantage of some excellent fishing. And while you are in town, grab a 

bite to eat, visit the wineries and breweries or do a little shopping at the small, quaint shops.   
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Since we are talking about world-class fisheries, we must mention Lake Erie’s phenomenal walleye fishery. 

With a population estimated in excess of 45 million fish, this popular lake is coming off a record catch rate 

in 2018. 

“Walleye fishing quality in New York waters has been at record levels for the past two years, with 2018 

being the highest catch rate in the 31-year creel survey,” reports Dr. Jason Robinson, the DEC Lake Erie 

Unit Leader. “The walleye catch rate in 2018 was 0.74 fish per angler hour.  To put that in perspective, the 

31-year average catch rate is 0.2 per hour, so we are talking about a catch rate that is over 3.5 times high-

er than average.” 

Catching walleye this year is every bit as good as it was last year, too. 

The Sunset Bay Walleye Shootout, one of Lake Erie’s big fishing contests, is July 19 and 20. It’s the biggest 

one-day walleye shootout in the country, offering more than $150,000 in cash and prizes. This year, it has 

attracted people from at least 17 states. 

Yes, we have some outstanding fishing resources in New York, and we have some of the best waters in 

Western New York. Don’t let a little high water keep you away from some of the top freshwater fisheries 

in the world. 

 

Lake Erie walleye populations are estimated at 45 million fish. (Photo courtesy of Jim Klein) 



Welcoming Back Some of Your Favorite Speakers... 
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MARK AND JAKE ROMANACK 

FRANK CAMPBELL 

JOE FONZI 

DAN COLVILLE 



Keep up on Show Details with Our Website and Facebook: 

 

 

 

HOST FACILITY: 

Provides a unique blend of a 32,000-square-foot Event Center, 

multiple educational rooms with state-of-the-art technology  

in the downtown core of Niagara Falls and close proximity to 

everything you and your family may be looking for! 

Take advantage of 15 restaurants within one block of the 

building, three blocks to Niagara Falls State Park, five blocks to 

Aquarium of Niagara, one block to The Culinary Institute of 

Niagara which offers two restaurants, a wine tasting room and 

much more, one block to the Seneca Niagara Casino, three 

blocks to Hard Rock Cafe, one block to two large arcades or 

hop on the trolley to Fashion Outlets of Niagara, offering more 

than 200 designer brand stores just 10 minutes away.   

The Sheraton at the Falls is offering a $69.00 rate for the show, 

which includes a $10 rebate to any of their outlets (Starbucks, 

TGI Fridays, Rainforest Café).  Check out their new “The Reef” 

swimming pool, renovated fitness center and more! 

Visit www.niagarafishingexpo.com for more details. 

Don’t Forget to Book Your Hotel Room! 

$69.00 Rate Per Night with a $10.00 Credit for Rainforest Café, TGI Friday’s or  

Starbucks.  Visit www.niagarafishingexpo.com to make your room reservation now….. 

MELISSA GEARHART 

101 Old Falls Street 

Niagara Falls, New York  14303 

Phone: 716-278-2105 

Fax: 716-278-0008 

Melissagearhart.durski@ 

Spectraxp.com 

https://www.facebook.com/niagarafishingexpo/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://niagarafishingexpo.com/

